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— Memini, et viftum fruftra contendere Thyrfin. 
Ex illo, Corydon, Corydon eft tempore nobis. 
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THE 

CONTEST. 



I. 

66 ^ P ■ ^ WAS Death ! I mark'd him as he 



I paft, 



" With gory fpurs of fpeed, 
" Impetuous urge the howling blaft, 

" And thirfting for the deed. 
" Nor Honour's helm, nor twifted mail 
" To fave thccy jCbeJler ! can avail 5 

" Virtue 
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" Virtue and all her ftarry train 
" Around thee kneel and weep in vain j 
" In vain thy Friends 5 in vain thy tender Wife 
" With oily fuccours feeds the lamp of life ; 
" In vain thy Country deprecates thy doom : 
" Chejier ! thy head lies low, — ^it finks into the 
tomb/' 

II. 

Such were the folemn founds of woe 
Fame utter'd, as fublime (he ftood 
Where Rodb'roivs cloud-encircled brow 
With fcorn furveys the nether flood. 
FaSiion heard the doleful knell 
(Faaion eldefl: child of hell) 

And 
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And rolling fierce her haggard eyes, 
Sweird at once to wondrous fize. 
Her talons, fat with human gore, 
A baleful torch triumphant bore. 
That comet-like, with hideous glare. 
Redundant ftream'd along the lurid air. 

III. 

" Arms ! Arms the Fury cries ; 
And ftrait her griefly band. 
In yellow pomp arifc. 
Dread fcourges of their native land. 
The Fiendy as far above the reft 
Young B rear'd his haughty creft. 

Sprung forward with maternal joy, 
And fondly kifs'd her hng-loji boy : 

Clofe 
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Clofe her darling Son fhe prefs'd 

Infuriate to her viperine breaft, 

Till her keen venom poifon'd every part, 

And all her favage foul was rankling in his heart. 

IV. 

" Noble C^aptain, fee! thy crew 
" Exuhing at thy bleft return, 
*^ Ever dauntlefs, ever true, 
" Around thy banners furious burn ! 

Soon the Sons of Blue fliall yield. 

Soon fhall quit the foughten field 5 

And D , tho* a valiant foe, ^ 

i 

" Soon thy arm fhall lay him low. 
" — Hark ! Sabrina's rocky Ihore 
" Rebellows to the wild uproar : 

" The 
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" The ftorm begins 3 the tafk will foon be done 5 
" And ViSi'ry crown with bays the temples of my 
Son." ^ , 

V. 

The Monjier fpoke ; and waving high 
Her flambeau, thunder'd fuch a yell, 
As flruck the concave of the ^ky 
And deeply pierced the heart of hell j 

For B now had led along 

His loud, tempeftuous, hot-mouth*d throng, 
That cluft'ring thick at his command. 
Like locufls darkened all the land. 
Pale SpeSires fliriek ; with boding notes. 
The Owl and Raven ftrain their throats j 

The 



Digitized by Google 



( 8 ) 

The Rear-moufe flits on leather wing, 

And all the Shames of nature fmg : 

Ev'nB— w-1«'fmiles a ghaftly grin, 

And Ore grows blacker at the din ; 

Night premature extends her ebon fway, 

Obfcures the Blue ferene, and fliuts the eye of day. 

VL 

But Oh ! what glories flrike my gaze I 

The lowering clouds difparted fly ! 

Inceflant ftreams of light emblaze 
The forehead of the Orient Iky ! 
And, lo ! a Form divinely gay 
Arifes like the God of Day : 

Tis 
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'Tis D ! Britain's hope and pride. 
Great * Odard's faulchion by his fide ! 
Hail ! mighty Chief, by Heav'n defign*d 
To banifti woe from humankind j 
Whofe tongue a ftream of wifdom flows, 
Whofe heart with goodnefs ever glows, 
Whofe arm is thirfting to fubdue 
Lernean FaSiions fiery crew : 
— And See ! thy dread approach they fly. 
Nor dare the lightning of thine eye ; 
Headlong from wild Ambition* s awful height. 
Deep in the yawning gulph, they fink to endlefs 
night. 

Behold 

* ViL Rudder's Hiftory of Gloucefterfhire, p. 649. 
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Behold the laurel'd Knight fublime 
On ViSi'rys throne ! — Ye Bards of fire, 
Syqiphonious chant the lofty rhyme, 
And loudly fweep the vocal lyre. 
Louder ftill and louder raife 
Jubilant the notes of praife ; 
For never will your ravifti'd eyes 
Survey a Chief fo good and wife ; 
So void of pride, fo free from ftrife, 
So formed for private and for public life 3 
So pleas'd to guard the glories of the Crowriy 
And for his Country s peace to facrifice his own. 

VIII. 

Lo! the Virtues all advance, 
The Graces three, the Mufes nine 5 

Frifking 
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Frifking light they form the dance, 

Attemper'd to the notes divine. 

The fportive Loves and laughing Hours 

Profufely fcatter new-born flowers 5 

Earth aflumes a gayer veft, 

And Heaven with purer Blue is bleft. 

Bright Rapture fmiling bids the balmy gale. 

On gladfome pinion, bear the pleafing tale. 

That Echo thro* each valley may prolong 

This glorious burthen of the choral Song : 

" While Ether's vault retains its azure bue^ 

" So long ftiall B yield to D— and true 

Bluer 

Hetbury^ Jan. 24, 178 1. 
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